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AHALAPOLA SANNASA OF A. D. 1745}

Sti! By His Most Gracious Majesty our SL;‘pIr{e_m‘e Lord and God,
King of the Tllustrious Lanka, by the light of ELis incomparable and
most profound divine wisdom mgde tlje following edict. .
varadamune Vijayasundara Mudlyannahe-served and continued to
serve the king with affection and then obtamef;l a great many favours
among which was a sannasa giving him permnssnpn to convert into a
paddy field any land he might wish to have in any place below
Narangashinna and above the ferry Timbillatota.

Midabadde Ekanayaka Mudiyannidhe also having served the king
with true loyalty and sincere affection obtained the office of disava
of the Seven Korales, and in consideration of his military exploits
and of victories gained in battle, he obtained the present of an
elephant and a chain of four strands and continued to serve His
Majesty.

The grandson of Sri Nivasa Maha Thera, who is a descendant of
Bhuvanekabahu Thera, whilst performing the service of bearing the
royal betel tray, face to face before His Most Excellent Majesty,
the great king Rajasimha, accompanied His Majesty to Madakala-
puva (Batticaloa) to perform military service with loyalty and
sincere affection and obtained as reward two Kaffir women and the

appointmgnt to the following offices:-Chief of the King’s War-
drobe, Chief of the Washer’s Depart

ment and officer in charge of
the Queen’s Storehouse.
After him Vijayasundara Mudi
sence of their Supreme Majestie
mea.la Dharma Siiriya and Na
appointments under the said t

yanndhe having served in the pre-
s, the three great kings, Rajasimha,
rendrasimha obtained the following
hree kings:-Chief of the Queen’s

devale Dis’zivgasz‘l?;]:? f‘lilame of the Nata devale and Maha
Uva and First Adigér.lca oa, Udapalata, Four Korales, Matale and

After him Aha i
Senevir;af}ﬁlagp,la V_I.JaYa.sundara Vikramasimha Chandrasekera
udiyannihe, who served in the presence of His

Majesty, the
ot great and i : : R
appointment of Basniy:l:mnem king Narendrasimha obtained the

Udapalata anq First Ad-e Nilame of the Maha devile, Disava of

offices, 1gar and continueq to serve in the said
A palm leaf

1.

Or MSS, | €opy of this sannasa is : o
HMm.C, 5/623‘l:ﬁ.5(ﬁ pé{’? PR available g (1o e at the British Museum,
adaptation of Lawrie’s t,a‘:;ll:ﬁgg? appears in ,, G“eg. 021(1)0 N“%ﬁ:‘i‘ mvg
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AHALAPOLA SANNASA OF AD. 1745 27

fajesty the great king Sr1 Vijaya Rajasimha, protector

reme M

5 Sup :

s ~ orld was at the city of Senkhanda Sailabhidhang

g holb wor ) a illb

d [ht\:se called Srivardhanapura (or Kandy) which abounds P '":’“

N~/

1 Gog, o i .
(¥ 1th and prosperity possessed by all other

ble ang #® Jiﬁhsmpe"" of the whole Island of the mmmmﬁ:?u':;

ued to :,;\ed py His divine wiSdOI.n and mercy mademord“ wm’ te

avours lhe existence of the. ksatriyavamsa which has continued to exist

i k in the Illustrious Island of Lanka. The said

LIRESRE nout any break !
below “udi)anniihe having borne this order most respectfully on his head

- yought princesses from Madura of the solar dynasty, with great
€ king rt and having undergone great many troubles and solemnized
disava e marriage, for the prosperity and improvement of the world;
Xploits . further he the said Mudiyannihe caused a new city to be buil
of an ., place called Hapugastinna situated in a d ;
thus with great faith, loyalty, sincerity
In consideration of the said services His
and of His own accord appointed t
of Batticaloa, Tambalagamt
Seven Korales and His
uto the said Mudi
Vévila, Pokatiyam
Kadadekaviva, Valto
- Dimulamure, Polvat
- Iriyagolledalupata,
~ district of Matal
village called G ‘ . By
| asviidduma in o va: from Hevahita in

field Unumu ’ :

Megodatihe th

Lant thereto have been
undra Vikramasimha
children, grandchildren
for ever and ever without

ces, tributes and tithes. This
and granted by His Majesty’s
 :5dhana, on Monday the
‘of the month of Nikini.
o tdnasa.
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military assistance from these ““terrible brigangs »»
mon foe, the Portuguese. Vimala Dharma Siriy,
obtained help from the Tanjore-Madura area, and
who came over, called badagas.*® were acco

‘ﬁ.'
rding to e, it
best fighting men in India. IanOZ,thePonumt
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THE NAYAKKAR DYNASTY AND 1718 o

s with this dawned a ver , 25
';{l;zura. during which the fa‘mouz ;V;;;]f;ucllyr::;?:;n the history of

sk away from the nominal overlordship of VEL; to hold sway,
aise the cmintry t_o a very high level of civilization Jaysairagar and
¢his Krsnadéva Raga died and his brother ACYﬁta‘R- ortly after
the throne: e Co?a country with its headquarters a: }’ra fdcended
Separated from the viceroyalty of Madura and entrusted tanjore was
Niyaka, the hUSbam.i of the younger sister of Acyiita Ra :,Se V'c?pp;,
Thus there arose a line of Tanjore Nayaks who unlike tie ;&ie,
Nayaks, could boast of kinship with the imperial line of Vij ura
nagar. jaya-

viévanatha was the founder of a prosperous line
Tirumala Nayaka (1623-1659) was the Ig):eatest. g{en;llf;ilocfc:‘flfh(::;
nominal allegiance of Vijayanagar and made Madura independent
when the kingdom of Vijayanagar disintegrated the Muslim armies
of Bijapir and Golkonda pressed southwards and the Nayaks of
Tanjore and Madura had to bear the brunt of these onslaughts.
Tirumala Nayaka and his successors were preoccupied in stemming
the tide of Muslim advance to this region. It is said that when
Tirumala Nayaka was ruling he had a younger brother named
Kumara Muttu Nayaka who was second in command to him.*’
This deputy of Tirumala Nayaka is of interestto us since two of the
Nayakkar kings of Ceylon seem to be connected with the descen-
dants of Kumara Muttu Nayaka. According to the History of the
Karnataka governors,®® every king who ruled after Tirumala Nayaka
had a deputy of this collateral branch to assist him. After Tirumala
Nayaka his son by a secondary wife, Muttu Virappa Nayaka II(1659
~ -1672) was crowned and along with him Kumara Ranga Nayaka,

son of Kumara Muttu Nayaka, ruled as deputy.*® His reign too

was one of continuous struggle against the Muslims. H.IS son
 Cokkanatha (1672-82) succeeded him and, he was assisted by

T > - javiri
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o came. It is seen that the Sinhalese count
ermarry with the Madura dynagty, %‘:«mug' privilege 1o
reated by the Cola monarch, the king Vijayatyhy 1-”?"“" o
proud of his family would not give him his younger Uﬁt(nm"'"m.
contrary he fetched the Pandu king who piste: M i " O, h |
jine and wedded to him his royal sister Mitta by an ublemisheq
gramabihu VI (1412-67) of Kotte gave his dayg name,’ " Park.
1o a Tamil.* Thus we have several marr
intermarriages, but it was only in the I
it became a matter of policy for the ck
obtained from Madura. The reaso
the Sinhalese kin, ! W e i

gevi" but it is not known from which pye of the Tamil
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.41 put it is not known from whic
de:léa'me' It. is seen that the Sinhale;g:,l 3:;: ig:r:l;e‘ Tami! country
jntermarry with the Madura dynasty. ““Thoygp ltrg Privilege to
e by the Cola monarch, the king Vijayabahny | roacl), 0
roud of his family would not give him his younger s; (1055-1110),
ontrary he fetched the Pandiu gl Sas came:;t Sister. On the
fine and wedded to him his royal sister Mitta by an uﬂ;b;'lgm
gramabihu VI (1412-67) of Kotte gave i de ,ﬁm%,m; P _
1o a Tamil.* Thus we have several recorded in: :
intermarriages, but it was only in the l‘:tqw i i
it became a matter of policy for the chief
obtained from Madura. The reasons
the Sinhalese Kings after the late seve
these matrimonial alliances with |
be inferred. : ek
One good reason why such
may be found in the need to
~who had by this tim




/£

’_.AA‘Q-ﬂﬂ‘.!. ‘1



(1 NAYAKKAR DYNASTY AND ITS ORIGIN 29

a’s queen bore him a son who ascended the

4 Dharma Striya 1T (1687-1707).
v;:nala Dharma Sariya followed his father’s example and ‘‘as
A aggamahm' he took the daughter of the makesi in the town of
;s,dhura."‘“ Although the Cialavamsa refers to Réjasimha’s
Joen 88 & “princess '’ from Madura and Vimala Dharma Siiriya’s
q scen as the “‘daughter of the mahesi’® from Madura it is difficult
?o ascertain what connection the queens had with the ruling Nayak
ily. The author of the Calavamsa, a monk, was not sufficiently
conversant With cither the political situation or the geography of
Madura to make any specific statement. Even if he had been
equipped With the required knowledge, the loyal chronicler might
ferred to state that the queens of Kandy were of royal

o Rajasimh
Jadics qs Vimala

well have pre
pirth whether they were or not. &
A few Dutch letters and a Sinhalese manus
provide some evidence about an embassy to |
look for a bride for the son of Vi
to the throne. The D - this
the Island and held the princi
approval was nece:
South India.
king. On
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THE NAYAKKAR DYNASTY AND 1718 ORIGIN

31
. even well received.™  The above mission

We understand from
—tch sources was not a success but the Kandyan coyrt ackating
' tc the facilities afforded and the honoyr done by the Dutch
and thanked the governor™® .
*"On the fourth of June 1707, Vimala Dharma Sariya dieqts e
f .On teen year old son ascendedthethroneasSﬂVimParamm
B ndrasiibe (170739 il M et Naréndrasimha
h Kandyan wife, a noble lady of exquisite bapty, the angm;
of Monaravila, disiva of Matale, a great favourite of the king's
R ™ mmmmmmmmm,m
of the marriage is not known. She is said to have borne
ason o the king, regarding whom there is no further information.
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itti Na { the baddegas cg
¢ daughter of oné Pitti Nayakkar ,°
thi;ﬁ;sl::e maniscript written in the late'elghteenth.cemm,y
tions the fact that Naréndrasimha married two princesses
south India.”® The Mandarampura Puvata t00 refers to Naré
king of Madura.”® Aj

sipha’s consort as the daughter of a :
sources quoted above, Pali, Dutch and Sinhalese, agree on

point, that the maidens who came over from south India wer
royal birth, But an interesting Tamil document, perhaps the
south Indian source which refers to these marriage alliances,
dicsthisviewandregardsthequeen.verylikelytheﬁrst‘,’
: dmghﬂ;rofaverypoorman. ‘We have to examine the rel
mof these sources. The authors of the Cilavamsa
he Sinhalese sources, all being loyal Kandyans, would in any
M:Wﬂxeléwm queen with royal birth. Schi m
'.: ** but thatshewas"ghg 5 : R
of the Baddeg he dsughser ofia
) Nm : b -

as caste.”™® This makes it
had little connecti ion ' sita
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3

; although his knowledge of Ceylon hj X
w"::;{c. After a legendary account of :}{e :;::i',:o?f ;:m':;-"“’

2 haladesam (the land of the Simhalas, or Ceylon), the dm";ei':
ves the following series of events: There was no female of tl‘:e
Kandyan royal race and tl_lerefore the minister decided to send
quitable envoys with costly gifts to negotiate an alliance of marriage
with the royal house of Madura or Trichinopoly. They received
an interview with the king of Madura, but when the request was
made the king was enraged and refusing to accept the presents
from the king of Kandy questioned, ‘‘Is your king of our caste?
Heretofore has there been agreement between us and will there be
henceforward? Have you dared without fear to come and ask a
female from me?”’ Thus saying he is said to have ordered his
attendants to carry the envoys outside the fort without permission
to return. He strictly charged all his relatives not to give any
' female to them. Regardless of the king’s order a very poor person
in the country, a Hindu by birth, accepted the gifts from the Kand-
yan envoys and agreed to give them his daughter. The envoys were
asked to proceed to the island of Ramesvaram, and the poor man
and his family met them

childless, and the brother
 Vijaya Bala Maha Raja, who
Rijasimha®®



34 :
isown and secondly that there had been ng
caste from i€ petween the royal families of Madurg

. : arriages : & an
o L e credit 10 this story then it disproves wh
and the Sinhalese sources about the

:;:; f;?mﬂ:e south Indian queens of Rajasimha II and
.o 1. Regarding matters of caste the Nayaks y

ive. The caste system was considered sacrosan
ere were occasions of royal interference to check breaches
rules.® Some of the earlier Nayaks issued orders prohib

five sub-divisions of the )
marriage.’® In matters of religion too they remained traditi
as is proved by the unremitting care and love with which

A of marriage from the Sinhalese
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1o fromhisown and secondly that there had begp
‘mo“I:twm the royal families of Mag
giwmdittothinmythonuaw :
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THE NAYAKKAR DYNASTY AND 118 opicny
{he consecration of Naréndrasimha and the mapesi 1 35
o celebrated with great magnificence, In the me rom Madura
March of the year 1708, the king issued a month of Februar,
illage o Amtokka in north Mitale to ,Hnmm” granting the
who had been one of the envoys sent to mm'““wmvm Mudaliyg®
" january 1710, another bride came over 0 fetch the bride*
qamily and retinue. Active Dutch assistance Ceylon with her
gage of the journey and until the at every
Kandyan charge at the frontier, tk n_Over

in full charge of the Dutch.”” N
qage but the king was deeply
favours and granted s
bride’s arrival.”” Naréndr:

of his first ¢
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THE NAYAKKAR DYNASTY AND ITS ORIGIN 37

dest male was the head of this whole group. The

'vrlzfc:l quccession was regulated in these rarvads pwas eanl:: t:yo
s makkathayam, vyhxch means succession by nephews. The

"me may be misleading for it was not restricted to nephews alone,
:-lorabwthe" or any other kinsman on the female side if he happened
wbetheeldestmalemember at the time, could succeed to the
neadship of the tarvad.®* 'The law of succession to the throne in

mrulmghousesinxgrahwuahoinmrdmwithmmmak-

ka,hayam,l“ These mother-right institutions were not confined to
Kerala alone. Their influence has been felt most markedly even
inm’ramilarcasinth"o,} t part of the Indian peninsula,
in the regions of Tinnevelley, Madura, Ramnad and Tanjore."™
Kandy had associations with all these regions and Madura was the
home of the Nayaks who came to. It is therefore tempting
to conclude th:} it was the m law which influenced
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thereby made with the deceased king Vijayarang,
.. While the struggle between the rival parties wa
the kingdom, the armies of the Nawab of Arcot invadeg

A series of confusing incidents followed, after whigy
\mala Nayaka took refuge in Sivagangd, an area to thy
¢ Madura. Its Rdja Udayar Tevar allowed him the “.;,. 7
thhi in SiVaganga.m The rest of the kiné
fell to the Muslim army of Chanda Sahib,
| her own life. Her death brought about the vi
f Madura, for Bangdru Ti ‘”M "l
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8 .ance with the Kandyan ru

- of the marriage alliance P
ltli::lefalbn on evil days. From the_beglarieg o5
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3, 1770, with another south Indian

JM wmm.mm.ﬁf&"ﬁﬁ:
"“Dg&wﬂwmgm&badmof&emga
(ersitory.- We do not learn anything more about the ancestry of
hese queens from Dutch sources.  But the Tamil document already
m“a;Mw:Mmuvm
,‘mm? ;.&‘ﬁ‘ ”nmmma
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schreuder reports that the king beld her in grea
south Indian queens, and as a result the

far more than his
tiyés wielded considerable influence in the court.13?
the rank and power of the Mampitiyés nor the king’s

a.“achment to this yakada doli was of any consequence i
tion of a successor to the throne. For the claims of M
sons were overlooked and the choice fell on the king’ |
was living in the court. The king’s two brothers wh:; }
K_mdy from thieir infancy were made upardjds md
' o:r mﬁcﬁﬁ‘ The elder, known to the Dut

pom 1707-1760
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